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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form s6ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 
for this and other reasons, the total strength of the reporting units as 
showa herein has been consistently about’ one percent below the actual strength 
of the Army in the Continental United States. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
€t the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or longer, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases treated on a 
duty status, and deaths which occurred before admission=to hospital or quar- 
ters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all traumatisms other than 
battle casualties (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy 
action). Under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions 
in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casualties. 
All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classified as 
"disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These sates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with correspondin 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicat 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
_ @& year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended is a list of 
cases reported for.the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. This ratio may not be significant when the 
strength of a Command is changing markedly or when a Command has a relatively 
large number of General Hospitals. 


The number or enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
ir elontage and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General's 

fice; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD’s and 
gre tabulated on a somewnat different basis te.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms g6ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 25 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated, Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes om the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore; more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of total beds 
authorized and total beds occupied. 


Unless otherwise specified, beds authorized as shown in this report are 
defined in par. 36h of AR 40-1080, C 2. Total beds include expansion beds 
in addition to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facilities, 
venereal diseawge facilities, and college or university trainjag anits are aot 
included in the tabulations for individual stations. 


Regional Hospitals are distinguished from Station Hospitals by the letters 
(RH) appearing after the name of the station. Likewise Convalescent Hospitals 


are denoted by the letters (CH). 


In the tase of General Hospitals tWere are.shown, in additioa, the ntm 
ber of Army patients admitted, the number disposed of during the Week (by 
return to duty, transfer, death, CDD, or otherwise), and the number of such 
patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) 
at the end of the week, subdivided by disease, injury, and battle casualty 
patients. Thepatient days of treatment are presented separately for hospital 
and for convalescent facilities. The bed capacity and beds occupied im coa- 
valescent facilities are also indicated. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (7?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of § or 
fewer cases. 


’ Witere the current week's data for a particular station have not been 
receiyed, the latest available figures are substituted therefor aad the 


‘symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 18 AUGUST 1944 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
During the week ending 18 August 1944, the ad- 


mission rate from all causes increased slightly to 

553 per year per thousand strength, which is 1 percent 
above the rate for the previous week but only 5 per- 
cent above the minimm rate for 1944 registered during 
the last week of June. During the past three months, 
morbidity from all causes has fluctuated within the 
relatively narrow range of 530 to 566 per thousand. 


The current week's admission rate from all 
diseases combined increased slightly to 482 per thou- 
sand, which is. almost 30 percent lower than for the 
corresponding week of 1943. 


Morbidity from injury remained at 71 per thousand 
and is about 25 percent lower than for the correspond- 
ing week of 1943. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. increased 


fractionally to 68 per thousand, which however is more 
than 25 percent under the rate for the corresponding 
week of 1943. During the past two months the admission 
rate from these causes has varied only within the nar- 
row limits of 65 to 68 per thousand, which is consid— 
erably below the lowest rate experienced during any 
week of 1942 or 1943. 


The admission rate from pneumonia remained at 6 
per thousand or about one-third lower than for the 
corresponding week of 1943. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 
or y from venereal disease, excluding cases 
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contracted prior to entry into active service, increased 
to 37 per thousand, the second highest rate registered 
this year. Current morbidity from these causes is about 
35 percent higher than during the corresponding week of 
1943. 3 


The admission rate from diarrhea and dysentery de= 
creased from 11 per thousand to 10 per thousand for the 
current week, which is less than half the rate for the 
corresponding week of 1943. 


The number of new cases of meningitis continueda a 
level of 20 new cases per week. The number of new cases 
of rheumatic fever decreased to the lowest level report- 
ed so far this year. The number of new cases of polio~ 
myelitis was again reported at 6 for the current week. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
The admission rate from disease increased in all 


Service Commands except*the Fourth and Sixth, where 
Slight decreases were recorded. Increases of more than 
5 percent (but less than 10 percent) occurred in the 
First, Second, and Ninth Service Commands. The increase 
in the First Service Command was accounted for in part 
by higher morbidity from venereal disease, while in the 
Second Service Command the predominant factor was a 
sharp rise in the morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. 
In the Fourth Service Command part of the decrease in 
morbidity was attributable to a somewhat smaller number 
of cases admitted for purposes of discharge at the 
Separation Center, Ft. McPherson, Ga.; this station 
continued to show unusually high admission rates because 
of such activity. 


The Second Service Command reported the highest 
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morbidity from all causes (686 per thousand) and from 

| disease (614 per thousand). The Military District of 
Washington reported the next highest morbidity rates, 

| in part because of admissions for casuals passing 
through Washington, D. C. (usually treated at Ft.Myer). 

| The lowest morbidity from all causes and from disease 
was reported by the Eighth Service Command with rates 
of 520 and 443 per thousand respectively; this is the 
third consecutive week that this Command has reported 

i the lowest morbidity. 


) Although the admission rate from injury for the 
country as a whole remained the same as for the pre- 
vious week, there were considerable variations by Ser- 
vice Commands. Sharp increases were recorded by the 
Second and Ninth Service Command and the Military Dis- 
trict of Washington, while decreases were registered 
in the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Service Commands, 
The Fifth Service Command with a rate of 79 per thou- 
sand reported the highest morbidity from this cause, 
while the First and Sixth Service Commands with rates 
of under 60 per thousand were the lowest. 


| Respiratory Causes: 
Most Service Commands reported about the same 


admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. as during 


the previous week. However, sharp increases were 

| registered in the Second and Third Service Commands. 
As a result, the Second Service Command reported by 

| far the highest morbidity from these causes (127 per 

| thousand) and was the only Command with a rate in 

| excess of 80 per thousand. Out of the 13 stations in 

| the Second Service Command with strength of 2500 or 
more 6 had admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. 
in excess of 100 per thousand. The Fifth, Sixth, and 
Seventh Service Commands reported the lowest morbidity 
from these causes, all having rates under 60 per 
thousand. 
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from pneumonia. As a result, “these two Service Com 
mands along with the Sixth reported the highest admis- 
sion rates (about 10 per thousand) from this cause. 


Conmon Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity due to "new" venereal (excluding EPTS) 
cases increased in every Service Command except the 
Third, Fifth, and Sixth. Except in the First Service 
Command the increases were of relatively small magni- 
tude. In the First Service Command the admission rate 
rose by more than 20 percent, in part as a result of 
increased admissions at Boston PoE. The First, Second, 
and Fifth Service Commands all reported morbidity from 
these causes in excess of 50 per thousand. The rela- 
tively high morbidity in the First and Second Service 
Commands is due in large part to the high incidence 
among task force troops not under the jurisdiction of 
the Commands, 


The highest morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery 
was reported by the Fourth and Fifth Service Commands 
with rates of about 14 per thousand. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate increased for the Fifth 
consecutive week to 38.9 per thousand for the current 
week. Over 15 percent and possibly 20 percent of the 
current non-effective rate arises from days of treat- 
ment for cases evacuated from overseas theaters. The 
non-effective rate for personnel stationed in this 
country is estimated to be lower than in 1943 after ad~ 
justment for the days of treatment for overseas cases. 
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T ALSO INCLUDES BEDS IN NON-FIXED HOSPITALS AT MANEUVER AREAS, 
VENEREAL DISEASE FACILITIES, AND COLLEGE TRAINING UNITS. 


* *AFTER JUNE 1944 DATA ARE FOR AUTHORIZED BEDS 
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PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 

The total number of Army patients remaining in 
hospital at the end of the week represented a rate 
of 38.2 per thousand strength, or about 2 percent 
higher than the previous week. The number of neuro- 
psychiatric cases remaining as of 18 August 1944 was 
reported at 15,581 or about 100 more than the pre- 
vious week. 


The number of non-battle injury patients re—- 
maining under treatment in hospital and quarters as 
of 18 August 1944 totaled about 31,100 or more than 
1,000 in excess of the number at the beginning of 
July. The number of battle casualty patients re- 
maining increased by more than 700 to 11,460; all 
but 326 of these were in General Hospitals. 


CERT OF D TY FOR DISCHARGE: 
During the week ending 18 August 1944 the total 


number of enlisted men discharged by CDD was 3,320 
or about the same as the previous week and the high- 
est number recorded since such data have been repor= 
ted (in July and subsequent). Almost one-half of 
these discharges were reported by General Hospitals. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 
The total authorized beds as of 18 August 1944 


numbered about 292,000 or 1,000 less than at the end 
of the previous week. The total number of beds oc- 
cupied was 138,000 (or 47 percent of the total beds 
authorized) which was about 2,000 more than at the 
end of the previous week and the highest number oc—- 
cupied since 23 June 1944. Included in the total 
authorized beds were 258 T/Q hospital beds and tent— 
age, none of which were occupied. 


The total authorized beds in General Hospitals 
numbered 111,088 which was a decrease of about 200 
over the previous week, due to a reduction in beds 
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at England G.H. The total number of beds occupied in 
General Hospitals was 52,305 (or 47 percent of the 
authorized beds) which was about 2,300 more than at the 
end of the previous week. 


Station hospitals (as distinct from Regional 
Hospitals) reported about 112,000 total authorized beds, 
while Regional Hospitals reported about 69,000 beds. 
The number of beds occupied at station hospitals was 
about 50,000 or 45 percent of total authorized beds. 
The beds occupied at Regional Hospitals numbered about 
36,000 or 52 percent of total authorized beds. Ten 
stations (De Ridder AAB, La., Brookiey Field, Ala., 
Aliceville PW Camp, Ala., Mississippi Ordnance Plant, 
Miss., Camp Adair, Ore., Hamilton Field, Calif., 
Lemoore AAF, Calif., Stockton Ordnance Depot, Calif. 
St. Petersburg C.H., Fla., and Santa Ana AAB, Calif.) 
reported more beds occupied than authorized beds; the 
first eight of these were in this same category last 
week. 


Included among the station hospitals are eight 
which are designated as Convalescent Hospitals (ZI); 
these reported 3,017 authorized hospital beds (1,'703 
occupied) and in addition 10,673 beds in convalescent 
facilities (1,353 occupied). 


: The bed capacity of convalescent facilities in 
General Hospitals was 19,304. The total beds occupied 
in such convalescent facilities was 6,875 or 36 percent 
of the total bed capacity. 
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(ENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS (2 DIPHTHERIA (li) POLIOMYELITIS (6) MAIAWIA ACQUIRED IN U.S.(23)| INFECTIOUS HEPATITIS (48) |/ LISTING LIMITED To 
l-Narragansett Bay,H.D,RLp-Benning, Ft., Ga. -Reynolds, Cp., Pa. AeDx, Fes; Wed. Tepostdn“Aren S.8y;" Mane’ (o On eRe Ghana 


1-Valley Forge, G.H., Pa. fl-Seymour Johnson, Fld.,N.C. 
N-Gardiner G.H., Ill. 


N-Letterman G.H., Calif. 


-Deshon G.H., Pa. 
-Ellis, Cp., Ill. 
P-Lincoln, AAF., Nebr. 
-Wm. Beaumont G.H., Tex. 


1-Tilton G.H., N.J. 
1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
2-Gordon, Cp., Ga. 
l-Marianna, AAF., Fla. 
l-Nashville AA Ctr., Tenn. 
1-Fletcher G.H., Ohio 
3-Bergstrom Fld, Tex. 
1-Ellington Fld., Tex. 
2-Galveston, AAF., Tex. 3-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
~-Howze, Cp., Tex. 1-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
2-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp.,ArkJ1-~Jackson, Ft., S.C. 
2-LaGarde G.H., La. 1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
ii-Maxey, Cp., Tex. 1-Stewart, Cp., Ga. BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 
Polk, Cp., La, 1-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. |yé=Dyersburg, AAF., Tenn. 
-Hamilton, Fld., Calif. 1-Knox, Ft., Ky. 7-Tyndall Fld., Fla. 
-Kingman,4AF, Ariz. 1-Chanute, Fld., Ill. b2-Sheridan, Ft., Ill. 
l1-Mayo, G.H., Ill. 

1-Scott Fld., Ill. 
1-Garden City, AAF., Kans. 
l-Lowry Fld., Colo. 
l-Amarillo, AAF., Tex. 
2—Bowie, Cp., Tex. 
2-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
2-Claiborne, Cp., La. 
3-Ellington Fld., Tex. 
2-Gruber, Cp., Okla. 


1-Livingston -, La. i 
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a a AND STATIONS UNDER 
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i-Harvard, AAF., Nebr. 
1-San Luis ObispoyCp.,Calif 


ANKYLOSTOMIASIS ()) 
il—Bowie, Cp., Tex. 
@~Brooke G.H., Tex. 
-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


FILARIASIS (18 


-Lovell G.H., Mass. 
-Wash.& Lee ,Sch.Spec.Servie 
2-Atterbury, Cpes Ind. 
2-Wakeman G.H., Ind. 
-Rosecrans Fld., bio, 


UNDULANT FEVER (1) 


1-Greensboro, AAFORD, N.C. 


DYSENTERY AMEBIC (13) 


1-Greenville, AAF., S.C. 
1-Nashville AA Ctr., Tenn. 
1-Turner Fld., Ga. 

2—Van Dorn, Cpe, Miss. 
1-Nichols G.H., Ky. 
1-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 
1-Barkely, Cp., Tex. 
3-Maxey, Cp., Tex. 
1-Beale, Cpe, Calif. 
1-Fairfield-Suisun, Calif. 


Delayed Report 
Week ending 8/11 


-Patterson Fld., Ohio 
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9) $ 
of the Weekly Health Reports, have been taken from 


General by every hospital and separate dispensary in 
the continental United States. However, unlike the 
Weekly Health Reports which are compiled on the basis 
of the figures as received, sc as to place the infor- 
mation in circulation at the earliest possible time, 
the figures here presented for the four week period 
ending 28 July 1944 include the great majority of 

the corrected reports as well as reports received too 
late to be incorporated in the Weekly Health Report. 


This Supplementary Report covers morbidity and 
mortality data for all individual stations with a 
‘strength of 1000 or over and gives details for admis- 
sions from venereal diseases and for neuropsychiatric 
cases. 


Charts showing morbidity trends from all causes, 
from all diseases combined, from injury, and from 
colds, influenza, etc. are presented on page 35. 
Similar charts for specified diseases appear on pages 
37, 39, and 41. A chart showing mortality trends is 
presented on page 43. A summary for the month of the 


and of the number of deaths and corresponding mor- 
tality rates for the United States as a whole and for 
the Service Commands is given on page 44. The most 
pertinent morbidity data for individual stations are 

| presented on pages 45 to 70. On pages 71 and 72 the 


the month are shown for each of the morbidity cate- 
RESTRICTED 
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FOR THE FOUR WEEK PERIOD ENDING 28 JULY 1944 


COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


The data of this Supplementary Report, like those 
Forms 86ab rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon 


-lower in July than in June, but the decreases in the 


number of admissions and corresponding morbidity rates 


six stations with the highest rates of admission during 
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gories considered. : 

In reading the detailed tables, it should be 
borne in mind that morbidity (or mortality) rates 
based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For 
this reason the’ symbol "?" has been placed after rates 
computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. Attention 
is directed to the definitions of admissions and ad- 
mission rates and the discussion of the proportion of 
total Army strength included in the stations covered 
by this Report as given on Page 2. Hereafter, the 
term "month" in this report is used to denote the four 
or five week period based on the number of Fridays — 
in the calendar month. 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES: DISEASE AND INJURY 
Morbidity from all causes and from disease was 


respective admission rates were the smallest recorded 
so far this year — both being only about 2 percent. 
The admission rate from disease has declined more than 
50 percent from the peak rate recorded for December 
1943, the decrease being almost entirely accounted for 
by lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. The 
admission rate from all causes for July,at 545 per 
year per thousand strength, was at the lowest point 
for this war and almost 25 percent below the rate for 
July 1943. 


The admission rate from injury increased for the 
third consecutive month to 79 per thousand (or & per- 
cent higher than the June rate) and is at the highest 
level since September 1943. Nonetheless, the current 
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level of morbidity from injury is about 15 percent 
under that for the corresponding month of 1943. 


Slightly lower morbidity from disease during July 
as ¢ompared with June was reported by every Service 
Command except the First, Second, Third and Ninth, in 
which slight increases were registered. 


The Second Service Command reported in July the 
highest admission rates from all causes and from 
disease (both about 10 percent higher than for the 
country as a whole). The lowest admission rates from 
all causes and from disease were again registered in 
the Sixth Service Command (both about 10 percent under 
those for the United States as a whole); the Seventh 
and Eighth Service Commands however reported morbidity 
from disease only slightly higher than the Sixth Ser- 
vice Command. The First, Third, Fourth, and Fifth 
Service Commands all experienced morbidity from disease 
within 2 percent of the rate for the total United States. 


RESPIRATORY DISEASES : 

The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. 
decreased from 77 per thousand in June to 66 per thou- 
sand in July, a decline of about 15 percent. The rate 
for July was 35 percent lower than for July 1943 and 
88 percent under the peak rate of December 1943. In 
fact, current morbidity from this cause is at the low-— 
est level recorded during this war, being about 30 
percent below the previous record low for 1942 or 1943 
established in August 1943. 


Unlike in previous months, the decreases in mor- 
bidity from colds, influenza, etc. in July did not 
occur uniformly in 411 Service Commands; the Fourth 


Service Command, which had been at unusually low level 
in June reported higher morbidity from these causes in 
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tae * 


July. The largest decreases in morbidity were reg-— 
istered in the Third, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth and 
Ninth Service Comiands and the Military District of 
Washington. 


The highest morbidity from colds, influenza, etc 
was reported by the Second Service Command (about 85 
per thousand); this level of morbidity is seen to be 
quite low in comparison with that experienced during 
July 1943, when the rate for the country as a whole 
was about 20 percent higher. All Service Commands 
other than the Second reported admission rates from 
colds, influenza, etc. of less than 75 per thousand; 


rates of about 60 per thousand were reported by the 
Third, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Service Commands 


and the Military District of Washington. 


Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia decreased 
somewhat in July. The admission rate of 6.5 per 
thousand for July was almost 20 percent lower than for 
June and about 35 percent below the rate for July | 
1943. Current morbidity from this cause is at exactly 
the same level as the previous record low for this wa 
(July 1942). The Sixth Service Command contimued to 
report by far the highest morbidity from this cause; 
even though the July admission rate in this Service 
Command was about 30 percent lower than the June rate, 
it was more than 60 percent above the July rate for 
the country as a whole. The lowest morbidity from 
pneumonia during July was reported by the First, 
Seventh, and Ninth Service Commands, all of which had 
rates of about 5.5 per thousand. | 


Atypical pneumonia accounted for more than two- 
thirds of the total admissions from pneumonia, the 
highest proportion thus far recorded, The percentage 
of pneumonia cases diagnosed as atypical was highest 
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in the First, Fourth, Sixth, and Eighth Service Com- 
mands and the Military District of Washington in all 


‘of which the proportion was at least 75 percent. 


RRHEA AND DYSENTERY : 

Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery increased 
slightly in July (by about 5 percent). During 1943 
|} the admission rate from this cause increased steadily 
and rapidly in the spring and sumer months reaching 
a relatively high peak in July, but during 1944 the 
trend has been only slightly upward. Thus, the July 
1944 rate is only about 35 percent higher than that 
for January, whereas the corresponding increase in 
1943 was more than 40percent. Current morbidity from 


jdiarrhea and dysentery is more than 50 percent lower 


than in July 1943. The highest morbidity from this 
cause in the current month was reported by the Fourth 
and Fifth Service Commands (both having rates of about 
17 per thousand). 

VENE DISEASE: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry on active service (desig- 
nated as EPTS), increased sharply in July to 35.2 per 
thousand (or more than 10 percent higher than the June 
rate). This is the highest admission rate from these 
causes since march 1942. In the face of this rela- 
tively unfavorable experience from all forms of ven~- 
ereal disease, it should be noted that morbidity from 
syphilis has been decreasing steadily during the past 
two years; the syphilis admission rate of 3.8 per thou- 
sand for July 1944 was about 35 percent lower than for 
the corresponding month of 1943. 


Increases in morbidity from venereal diseases 
were reported by all Service Commands except the First 
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and the Military District of Washington; the greatest 
increases were registered in the Third, Sixth, and 
Seventh Service Commands. 


In July the highest morbidity from venereal di- 
sease, excluding EPTS cases, was reported by the Fifth 
Service Command with a rate of 50 per thousand. Rel- 
atively high morbidity, of about 40 per thousand, was 
reported by the Second, Third, and Sixth Service Com- 
mands. The Second Service Command reported a relative- 
ly high admission rate, chiefly because of the 
incidence among task force troops not under its 
jurisdiction. 


Morbidity represented by venereal EPTS cases was 
reported at 12 per thousand during July as against 15 
per thousand for June. The admission rate from this 
cause has been decreasing steadily during recent months 
as a result of the downward trend of the number of men 
inducted into the Army. Variations in the admission § | 
rate for venereal EPTS cases. as between Service Commandg > 
have relatively little significance, because they re- 
flect a different geographical and recial distribution 
of Army personnel as compared with that of new inductec 


The very much higher incidence of venereal disease 
among colored as contrasted with white personnel is in- 
dicated in the chart on page 37. Morbidity from vener- 
eal disease, excluding EPTS cases, has in 1944 been 
consistently about 7 times as high for colored troops 
as. for the remainder of the Army, while for EPTS cases 
the colored admission rate has been about 30 times as 
high. More detailed data as to the incidence of vener- 
eal disease by rate during Jume are presented in the 
Supplementary Health Report contained in the Weekly 
Health Report No. 30 (page 38). 
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The venereal disease cases remaining under treat— 
ment at the end of July are shown below. 


Number Remaining 
under treatment 


Venereal Disease Cases 


Service as % of All Cases 


Command Syphilis Other Syphilis Other 

TOTAL U.S. 1581 2193 1.09 1.51 
i 55 35. 1.4 9 
II 81 150 e7 1.4 
III 166 207 1.7 2e2 
MDW 61 26 1.5 A) 
IV 326 389 1.0 1.2 
V 150 255 1.5 2.6 
VI 38 147 6 202 
VII 67 217 05 1.6 
VIII 331 470 Led 1.6 
It: 306 297 1.3 ded 


The great bulk of the cases remaining were contracted 
after entry on active service. The number of syphilis 
cases remaining at the end of July was 26 percent high- 
er than in June, while for other venereal cases the 
corresponding increase was only 6 percent. Syphilis 
cases represented 1.09 percent of the total number of 
patients remaining under treatment in hospital, while 
gonorrhea and other venereal diseases accounted for 
1.51 percent of all patients in hospital. The very 
much longer duration of hospitalization for syphilis 
is indicated by the fact that less than 11 percent of 
the total venereal admissions (excluding EPTS cases) 
were for this cause, but over 40 percent of the cases 
remaining under treatment were for syphilis. 


The total number of days lost from duty during 
because of some venereal disease was about 90 
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or an average of about 22,500 per week; this represente 
a non-effective rate of .80 per thousand which was about 
the same as in June. 


MEASLES : 

Morbidity from measles decreased seasonally to the 
relatively low rate of .4 per thousand, which is about 
as low as the seasonal minimums recorded during the 
late summer and fall months of 1942 and 1943. However, 
the peak rates in 1944 were much lower than during the 
two previous years, and a level of low incidence has 
apparently been reached in 1944 about a month earlier 
than in 1942 or 1943. 


Morbidity from mumps decreased by almost 50 per- 
cent in July or by about as much as in Jume. Neverthe- 
less, the admission rate from this cause for July was 
six times as high as that for either measles or scarlet 
fever. It appears that in 1944 the admission rate for 
mumps has declined more rapidly than in previous years. 
The July 1944 morbidity rate of 2.4 per thousand is 
somewhat lower than for either July 1942 or July 1943 
but may be expected to decrease further during the fall 
months. 


SCARLET 3 
roe cpeeee from scarlet fever declined sharply in 


July and was at a rate of only .4 per thousand. This is 
believed to be close to the minimum level that may be 
anticipated for the next few months. 


MENINGOCOCCIC MENINGITIS: 
Morbidity from meningitis decreased for the fourth 


consecutive month and was reported at .5 per thousand 
for July. This is slightly below the rate for July 194 
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but somewhat above the low level reported during the than 20 percent above the weekly average for June and 
period from September to November 1943 when the rate by far the highest figure so far recorded. 
was only .3 per thousand. 


As of 28 July 1944 there were 2,286 cases of 

RHEUMATIC FEVER: malaria remaining under treatment representing 1.58 
Morbidity from rheumatic fever decreased sharp— percent of the total patients remaining under treatment 

ly during July and was almost 50 percent under the in hospital. Only about 50 of the 2,286 cases of 
peak rates reported during March to May of this year. maldria remaining under treatment were those where 
Morbidity from this cause is currently at the same malaria was acquired in the United States. 
level as during July 1943. The Seventh Service Conm- NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS: 
eee Si Oey Slecey Ft tines wet for tp i ~~ The annual rate of admission for neuropsychiatric 
mainder of the country continued to report the high- psy 


disorders decreased fractionally in July to 31.8 per 
thousand. During the previous two months substantiall 
TUBERCULOSIS: the same level of morbidity from these causes had been 
Morbidity from tuberculosis continued at about experienced; this level is the highest since the fall 
the same level as during the past year, which is con- months of 1943. The current admission rate from these 
siderably below that experienced in 1942. As of causes is about 10 percent higher than for July 1943 
28 July 1944 there were 1153 cases of tuberculosis re- and about 50 percent higher than for the early months 
maining under treatment; these represented .79 percent of 1943. The Second Service Command, despite a 15 per- 
of the total number of patients remaining under treat— cent decrease in the rate of admission, continued to 
ment in hospital. Of the 1153 cases of tuberculosis report by far the highest morbidity from these causes 
remaining under treatment, 704 (or more than 60 per- (60 per thousand or almost double the rate for the 
cent) were at Fitzsimons G. H. country as a whole); this high rate reflects in part a 


est morbidity from this cause. 


relatively large number of admissions at Atlantic City 
Cas AAF Redistribution Center and at several General Hos- 
- leer te prea Hs eae dh agpeat wan pitals in this Com:and., The only other Service Command] 
rY onew to - 
Adie patector the-peetibbe.moetta;sd0) prevides report an admission rate from these causes apprec 


iably in excess of the United States average was the 
years there has been a seasonal increase in morbidity First Service Command with 
from this cause during the summer with a peak in July; 6. rate. OF. 7 Pe een 


Relatively low morbidity from these causes was reported 
in 1944 however the July rate is only slightly higher 4. tno mten and Sixth Service Commands end the Mite 
than for the previous months. tary District of Washington. 


| 


ine nie. OF opeee” ot -— Aas Jaatextip4 eerie Psychiatric cases continued to account for slight-| 
overseas admitted for treatment in hospitals in this ly more than 90 percent of the total neur Pe A 
country during July averaged about 725 per week or more Opsy 
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admissions. As in previous months this same propor— 
tion prevailed in most Service Commands, with the 
exception of the First Service Command (where only 
two percent of the cases were recorded as organic 
neurological) and the Military District of Washing- 
ton (where over 30 percent of the cases were diag- 
nosed as organic neurological). 


The number of neuropsychiatric eases remaining 
under treatment as of 28 July 1944 was 15,793 or 
about 650 less than as of the end of June. Most of 
the decrease was accounted for by locked ward cases 
which in June reached the highest level reported 
| thus far in 1944. Neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
represented 10.9 percent of all patients remaining 
| in hospital; open ward cases accounted for 7.5 per= 
cent and locked wanicases for the remaining 3.4 
percent of the total. 


MORTALITY: 

Mortality from all causes during July was re- 
ported at 2.74 per thousand or about 20 percent 
higher than in June. This is the highest death rate 
recorded for any month during this war. The reported 
mortality rate from injury of 2.11 per thousand ac- 
counted for the major portion of the total death rate. 
The mortality rate from disease at .63 per thousand 
was only somewhat higher than in June but was never- 
theless the highest rate recorded since April 1943. 


It should be noted that reporting of deaths on 
Forms 86ab is known to be incomplete, especially for 
deaths from injury for which the understatement may 
have been as great as 25 percent. The mortality rate 
from injury when adjusted to allow for under-report— 
ing would be about 2.6 per thousand, resulting in an 
estimated total death rate from all causes of 3.2 
per thousand. 
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for July 1944 was 11 percent higher than for July 1943; 


bidity between Service Commands as the varying number 
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NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate for July was reported at 
36.6 per thousand strength or about the same as June. 
Despite lower adnission rates the non-effective rate 


this increase is more apparent than real since it is 
entirely the result of the inclusion of days lost in 
General Hospitals by evacuees from overseas (who account 
for at least 15 percent, and possibly 20 percent, of the 
non-effective rate). The non-effective rate from inj 
in July was 7.7 per thousand strength which is about the 
same as in previous months. 


Variations in the non-effective rate by Service 
Command do not reflect so mch the variations in mr 


of General Hospitals in each Service Command. When 
comparisons are made between the non-effective rates ex- 
cluding General Hospitals, the variations in the non- 
effective rate by Service Command are seen to be very 
much smaller than when the days lost in General Hospit- 
als are included, as evidenced in the table below: » 


Service Including Excluding 
ommend. — Gen-Hospe Gen -Hospe 
TOTAL U.S. 36.6 22.7 
I — 44.0 19.1 
It 50.9 221 
III 37.6 2229 
MDW 69.4 214 
IV 31.4 23.6 
V 54.0 18.1 
VI_ 37.8 18.7 
VII 36.0 22.6 
VIII 30.5 21.0 
Ix 40.7 27.6 
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